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THERE’S NOTHING BORING ABOUT MALLEE BORES 

Have you noticed new bright blue poles sticking out of the ground in random spots across 
the Mallee? 

It turns out it’s not random and the blue poles are actually new, upgraded groundwater 
bores that are part of the network of 406 bores across the region that collect information to 
track changes in groundwater levels, salinity concentrations and salt loads across the 
Mallee and lower Murry Darling Basin. 

“We are maintaining and replacing the down-bore and above-ground components of the 
network in a four stage project to ensure the bores are kept in good condition so they can 
continue to collect data,” explained Mallee Catchment Management Authority (CMA) 
Manager of Salinity and Irrigation Don Arnold. 

The first stage of the project, incorporating 74 bores across 56 sites around Nangiloc, Red 
Cliffs and Mildura, has just been completed. 

“The data these bores collect is really important to identify and assess potential threats 
posed by shallow groundwater across the Mallee. The groundwater below the surface in 
many places is as salty as seawater,” Mr Arnold said. 

Salinity occurs naturally within the Mallee region, however, it has been made worse by 
historical land clearing for agriculture and irrigation which has raised water tables. This 
has bought the saline groundwater closer to the surface, affecting the health of both native 
vegetation and agricultural land, and causing increased salinity in the Murray River and 
regional wetlands.  

The bore network was installed in the 1980s and has been progressively expanded to 
cover new irrigation areas. Funding for network upgrades is provided by fees collected 
from irrigators to offset their salinity impact. 

“There is a fair bit of work involved in these upgrades, with each site requiring down-bore 
camera inspections, airlifting, above-ground modifications and elevation surveys,” Mr 
Arnold explained. 



 

 

 

 

“The down-hole camera inspections check for damage and blockages, while airlifting 
clears sediment from the bores and helps flush out any stagnant water.”  

“The replacement of the above-ground component has meant we can now install 
standardised, high visibility protective covers throughout the network. This will hopefully 
prevent people driving into them and protect the bore from the environment and any 
unwanted tampering.” 
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Background information: 

The Mallee Catchment Management Authority (CMA) is a statutory authority established to ensure that natural resources in the 
region are managed in an integrated and ecologically sustainable way. Its work is based on science and delivered through 
meaningful partnerships with local organisations such as Landcare, community groups, and government agencies in the Victorian 
Mallee. 

For more information visit www.malleecma.vic.gov.au 


