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FROG SONGS HERALD WETLAND RECOVERY 

More than 30 keen bushwalkers and campers have been part of a high-tech frog count aimed at measuring 
the effectiveness of environmental actions on a Murray River wetland. 

Mallee Catchment Management Authority teamed up with Sunraysia Bushwalkers for a field trip to 
Webster’s Lagoon, near the Victoria-South Australia border, recently.  

Mallee CMA Engagement and Education Officer Susan Saris said the late-afternoon trip was aimed at 
getting the best opportunity to record frog species, as a measure of environmental health. 

“Webster’s Lagoon was dry up until the start of September when we opened a regulator on Toupnein Creek 
to let water into the wetlands,” she said. 

“Webster’s Lagoon is at Lindsay Island between Lock 6 and Lock 7, and up until 2015 it was permanently 
inundated.  But the new regulator has let us restore more natural cycles of wetting and drying that would 
have occurred in nature, with the rise and fall of the river. 

“The transformation that’s happened since the water started flowing in has been amazing.  The wildlife is 
really buzzing with frogs, water bugs and birds, and we thought it was a great chance to bring the 
bushwalkers out to take a look.” 

The group took a 90-minute walk around the lagoon before a campfire and barbecue dinner – then got down 
to business with recording frog species at the site. 

Frogs can be readily identified by their calls, because every species has a different sound.  The group used 
the Australian Museum’s free “Frog ID” phone app, which is available for both iOS and androids.   

Sunraysia Bushwalkers Member Margaret Jackman said she was amazed by the cacophony of noise at 
dusk. 

“It was incredibly loud! Mallee frogs are more active and vocal in the evening and because they rely on 
water for breeding, the water moving into a wetland is a cue to get started,” Ms Jackman said. 

“I knew about similar apps for birdlife, but it was amazing to be able to use it with frogs.  The app told us that 
there were six different species and I’d never have been able to distinguish them otherwise.  It really opened 
up a whole new world.” 

Potential species identified at Webster’s Lagoon included Spotted Marsh Frogs, Eastern Banjo Frogs (also 
known as Pobblebonks) and Eastern Sign-bearing Froglet. 

Ms Saris said frog sounds being heard across the Mallee in early spring are males calling to attract females. 

 “The males call to advertise themselves as potential partners, hoping that female frogs will like their song 
and come their way,” Ms Saris said. 



 

 

“The activity and noise going on out at Webster’s Lagoon tells us the frogs are obviously breeding, which is 
a great sign, and that’s backed up by an explosion of water bug and bird activity – it’s brilliant to see.” 

Six of the group stayed overnight beside the lagoon, and camper Wendy McLennan said she was amazed 
by sounds at the wetland only a week after the start of water flows. 

“Before I knew anything about Murray River wetlands, I would have been one of those who thought it would 
be better if they were wet all the time. But this is what Australia is – wet and dry,” Ms McLennan said. 

“I’d been told how important the big, deep cracks in the bottom of the billabongs are, in terms of catching 
seeds and providing a space for things to hide. But it was incredible to see and actually to hear, that in 
action. As soon as the water comes in, the wetland was just springing into life,” she said. 

“I was one of the group to camp out, and I set up my tent right at the water’s edge.  The noise was incredible, 
but it’s the best night’s sleep I’ve had in weeks.  It was beautiful!” 

The recorded sounds from the trip have been submitted via the app to scientists at the Australian Museum 
who will verify the frog species.  Once verified the data is logged on an online database, which the general 
public can see.   

“The data will be used to work out which frog species are managing well, and which might be struggling,” Ms 
Saris said. 

“It will also show us if the distribution range of different frog species is changing and help to keep tabs on 
movements of the invasive cane toad species,” she said. 

“Locally, the Mallee CMA we will use the data to better understand how environmental actions such as the 
wetting and drying of wetlands are creating habitat and supporting populations of local species.” 

This project is supported by the Mallee CMA, through funding from the Victorian Government’s $222 million 
investment over four years to improve the health of waterways and catchments. 
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Background information: 

The Mallee Catchment Management Authority (CMA) is a statutory authority established to ensure that natural resources in the 
region are managed in an integrated and ecologically sustainable way. Its work is based on science and delivered through 
meaningful partnerships with local organisations such as Landcare, community groups, and government agencies in the Victorian 
Mallee. 

For more information visit www.malleecma.vic.gov.au 


