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ADVENTURES TO KEEP KIDS ACTIVE. 
Swap the screens for fresh air and sunshine in the Mallee bush! The Mallee Catchment 
Management Authority (CMA) has produced two new children’s activity books to assist children 
and families to explore the incredible environmental and Indigenous wonders to be found at 
Merbein Common and Lindsay Island.  
 
The Wildlife Detective activity books are designed to nurture a love of nature in primary school 
aged kids, and feature puzzles, activities and interesting facts about Merbein Common and 
Lindsay Island.    
 
Just a ten-minute drive from Merbein, the ‘Merbein Common’ is an amazing bushland area that 
provides many nature adventures for all ages; including bushwalks, mountain bike riding, fishing 
and canoeing. The new Merbein Common Wildlife Detective book will enrich the visit and 
transform it into an educational experience. 
 
An incredible memorable adventure for the kids is waiting at Lindsay Island.  A two-hour drive from 
Mildura, Lindsay Island is a truly remote outback experience.  With enormous blue skies, majestic 
River Red gum trees and only Mother Nature as the soundtrack, you can pitch a tent, go fishing, 
cook by the campfire and experience an inner peace you can only get in the bush.  The Lindsay 
Island Wildlife Detective book will enrich the experience for young and old, learning about the 
diverse ecosystems and the world’s oldest living culture that occupied the floodplain. 
 
The local Indigenous community were involved in providing important information about Aboriginal 
culture at these two sites, and with permission, this valuable knowledge has been added to the 
books.  The community also providing some of the amazing artwork and Aboriginal words for 
inclusion in the two books.  
 
First People of the Millewa-Mallee said, “We are pleased with the inclusion of Indigenous words, 
artwork and information in the two books.  Language and artwork are an important expression of 
our culture and our land.” 
 
 



 

 

The activity books will be distributed free of charge from the First People of Millewa-Mallee 
Aboriginal Corporation Deakin Avenue office, Mildura Visitor Information and Booking Centre and 
can be found as an e-book on the Mallee CMA website.    
 

Jonathan Belej, Manager Environmental Water at Mallee CMA said, "It's about harnessing the 
power of outdoor learning, getting the kids out into the bush and increasing their understanding of 
the environmental values and aboriginal culture that exists at Merbein Common and Lindsay 
Island”. 
 
“The books are also about highlighting the beautiful places to visit in our own backyard, we are 
incredibly lucky to have these sites just a short drive away” Mr Belej said.  
 
The interactive books were developed by Mallee CMA in partnership with local environmental 
education company EnviroEDU. 
 
Sarah Holmes, Ecologist and Director at EnviroEDU said, “Developing fun, engaging learning 
resources for our local community and visitors to the region to enjoy has been very rewarding.  
We are very excited to be able to share this information with the community and see families and 
schools using the books as a valuable outside classroom resource “. 
 
The books were produced with funding from State Government’s Water for Victoria plan, which is 
committed to improving the health of our waterways and catchments. 
 

For more information and/or to download the books, go to www.malleecma.com.au 
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Background information: 

The Mallee Catchment Management Authority (CMA) is a statutory authority established to ensure that natural resources in the 
region are managed in an integrated and ecologically sustainable way. Its work is based on science and delivered through 
meaningful partnerships with local organisations such as Landcare, community groups, and government agencies in the Victorian 
Mallee. 

For more information visit www.malleecma.com.au 


